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The Fairest of All
An exhibition of paintings by Jan Oliver
January 28 – March 27, 2009

Jan Oliver’s Personal Statement from www.janoliver.com
My paintings are for me the journal of how I see the world. In my world, light takes on
vibrant hues, buildings glow, gray horses become blue in clear luminous light, angels
and birds and heavenly beings appear, stars sparkle in the sky, day mixes with night
and people take on the most beautiful personas that are within them. My paintings
reflect a world of peace and harmony--of love and faith and celebration.

More than anything, I feel that I am not painting these paintings for me - they are for you
- they are for the world. If I can paint something that can open up feelings in another
person, make them smile, feel love, deepen their faith, or give them a glimpse of the
beauty that is still in the world-then I think I have done my job. In short, what is
important to me is what you see in them.
I am a self-taught artist. I started painting in October of 2003 after thirty some years of
procrastination. My ability to paint came as a spontaneous gift, and since that time I
have painted over two hundred paintings. Outside my studio is my garden bursting with
much of the color and life that inspire my paintings. I grew up splitting my time between
the Southwest and the Deep South. I have also traveled extensively in Latin America.
All of these places have left deep impressions on my soul and have great impact on my
art. I find myself exploring and re-exploring themes of motherhood, expressions of faith
and the faithful, the roles and archetypes of women, the simplicity and grace that can be
found by working the earth with your hands, the bounty of harvest, and the history of
these beautiful places. I enjoy using the stronger lines, colors and forms that so
beautifully represent the vitality and richness of these cultures.
My goal now is to keep painting and to broaden my ability to share my art and to
communicate the passion and joy that I try to embed into every painting.
About “The Fairest of All”:
Mary’s spirit lives inside all of us, even those who have not yet found her in their hearts.
She is the calming mother we can go to in our secret talks alone with ourselves and in
prayer when nothing we are doing is working out, when family or parenting problems
tear at our hearts, or when, we as women, feel lost. Always she is there for us.
After spending hundreds of hours peering into the eyes of The Blessed Mother, one
cannot help but to be changed. First, I came to admire her courage.
As I paint each new painting, I don’t always know if that painting will turn out or not, if it
will have that special spark or not. But, Mary's example has taught me to walk forward in
faith. I believe there is a purpose to my work; I believe God knows whom this painting is
for and what will be needed to touch their heart. I need to just trust in him and do my
best and leave to him the rest.

A Garden For Mary
This is one of my earlier works and really reflects the boundless joy I experience in
being in relationship with Mary. I got the idea for the painting one summer when I
was standing in my garden. I had been working hard all day in the hot sun and my
flowers for smiling up at me. A cool breeze came out of nowhere and I just felt her
presence.

Our Lady of Perpetual Hope
This painting is inspired by a bulto carved by Santero Jose Benito Ortega (nineteenth
century). I was just struck by how he and many of the Mexican/New Mexican
santeros depicted Mary in such a diminutive way with such small stature and
features. So I did this painting in the same fashion and gave her a banner of peace.

A Valentine for Mary
This was one of the last paintings I did for the show. As I was beginning to package
up all the paintings, I was thinking it was getting near Valentine's and that for me all
these paintings are like my little “Valentines” for Mary.

Nuestra Senor De Las Flores
I just recently went to Santa Fe to take my mom to see some of the churches there. We
went to see La Conquistadora the oldest Madonna in the Southwest. Anyway, She is
often dressed in a very floral mantle (they change it from time to time); it’s very
ornate. So, this is a very Spanish interpretation of Mary with influence by La
Conquistadora.

Blessed Art Thou Among Women
I saw this Congo refugee women on CNN carrying her child, fleeing violence. She
just looked so peaceful, so courageous…reminded me of Mary…or at least for a
moment I seemed to see her in her eyes…her courage in carrying her child to safety.
So I used the Congo woman as a model for Mary's face in this one…to celebrate that
Mary is blessed among all women of all colors.

Protector of Innocents
This painting is inspired by a dream I had about Mary. In the dream I saw her cradling
a yet unborn child. This dream touched me profoundly and reawakened my awareness
of our need to protect all life.

Blessed Is the Fruit of Thy Womb
This is a painting that celebrates Mary during her time of carrying the Christ child. All
mothers feel something beautiful, something wonderful when there is a small life
kicking inside. I think for Mary this must have been a most wondrous experience to
know she carried the Christ child.

The Blessing of the Fields
In Southern Colorado and New Mexico in the springtime, bultos of Mary are taken
out into the fields for blessing. The blessing is usually accompanied by a
celebration. Here, parishioners carry the bulto of Mary and the Christ child. I included
myself in this painting as a joyous parishioner-the red-headed woman middle right.

Holy Mary, Pray for Us
This painting is of the Cathedral (Sacred Heart) here in Pueblo with Mary above and
Angels. It is kind of a visual prayer for my community, lots of people here are
struggling financially with layoffs, our Cathedral steeple was recently struck by
lightning and is having to be replaced, and a building in our downtown blew up (gas
leak) a few weeks ago and killed a young woman and hurt several others. So, this
painting is just kind of my prayer for the good people of Pueblo.

The Fairest One of All
"Sometimes I get sort of 'instant images' of Mary in my head. I've had this image
show up multiple times. While driving the other day it occurred to me that I 'knew'
this image from somewhere and then realized where. Snow White—a book I had as a
child that my mother used to read to me all the time. Still driving and thinking, it
occurred to me how many similarities there were between the story of Snow White
and Mary. Anyway I came home, typed Snow White and Mary on Google and ran
across your own site with the write up about this very issue. Very interesting.
Anyway, so I guess this painting is for the little girl in me who will probably always
think of Mary as the Snow White and perhaps for all the other little girls."

Madonna and Child - The Butterfly
I realized I had not really painted a traditional mother and child image exactly.
Anyway, I often think on just Mary as a mother to a very special boy. Children are
such blessings; they can show such delight in little things and I am sure the young
Jesus was no exception. Personally, I have this memory of my own son. I was mowing
the yard in spring when he was about four or five. I was about to mow over a whole
bunch of dandelion flowers when he came running, screaming really, “Stop!
Stop!” with this pained look on his face…and he picked one of the dandelions and
brought it to me as if he realized that I was not truly seeing their true beauty. We let
those dandelions grow all summer that year. So, this is kind of me thinking of all that
at the same time only with a butterfly.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary
This painting is a joyous reinterpretation of traditional depictions of The Immaculate
Heart of Mary. She is shown surrounded by the traditional detailing of a New
Mexican altar screen.

Our Lady of Compassion
This is a joyous representation and draws upon elements from traditional
representations of Our Lady of the Apocalypse and Our Lady of Guadalupe. Although
I love all of the paintings in the show, this painting is my personal favorite.

The Pieta
This is just my interpretation of The Pieta, an extreme close-up view...my attempt to
imagine the sorrow of Our Lady as she held her Son after he was taken down from the
cross.

Our Lady of Mercy
This painting is another visual prayer. I sketched this painting after visiting my
grandfather who was near death. He was wrapped in a blue blanket I had given him. I
prayed that he would be cared for in Heaven and that Mary was watching over him/us
all.

The Promise of Hope
This painting shows Mary with the Christ child and John the Baptist as children.

